
physicians graduated in Chile in 1842, one was named Mac-
kenna. The course in medical instruction lasted ten years.
American physicians seemed to have been rather scarce, the
only names given being those of J. 0. Cook, James W. Frank¬
lin, John Grady, W. R. Richardson, Frederick T. Shaw,
S. Trumbull, R. Howard Turtle and Olaf Page, who became
surgeon'general of the army. Medicine was taught for the
first time in the University of San Felipe in 1756 by Domingo
Nevin, a graduate of the medical school of Rheims, France.
He was succeeded in 1773 by J. I. Zembrano, a graduate of
the University of San Marcos of Lima. The first Chilean to
graduate in medicine was J. A. Ríos, in 1776, who later
became the third professor of medicine.

The Clinical Study and Treatment of Sick Children. By John
Thomson, M.D., F.R.C.P., Consulting Physician to the Royal Edinburgh
Hospital for Sick Children. Third edition. Cloth. Price, 32 shillings,
6 pence. Pp. 877, with 249 illustrations. Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd,
1921.
This edition is said to have been largely rewritten, thus

accounting for the larger size of the book. New chapters
have been added on the food disorders, congenital malforma-
tions and derangements of the digestive tract, spasmophilia,
acidosis and other subjects in which medical knowledge has
advanced. The citations from the literature are numerous

and well chosen, and contain many references to the work of
American pediatricians. In the main, this is a textbook on

clinical pediatrics for practitioners, and while the author
believes that he has said little about pathology, his discussion
of the etiology and pathogenesis of diseases, notably scurvy
and rickets, is full and complete. Some of his opinions will
doubtless give rise to dissent: in congenital stenosis of the
pylorus he recognizes a "natural process of cure" which,
while slow, is most effective, although in the acute cases the
loss of weight and strength is so rapid that he thinks the
risk of an operation is far less than that of prolonged med¬
ical treatment. The chapter on growth and development is
good, especially that part dealing with the development of
the sensory functions and their testing for clinical purposes.
By observing closely changes from the normal in all the func¬
tions of the infant, much of value may be learned on which to
base a diagnosis. Thomson devotes much space to this sub¬
ject in the consideration of the infant's cry, how it nurses,
sleeps, breathes, holds its hands and feet, and reacts to outside
influence. Fifty pages are devoted to syphilis and tuber¬
culosis. The chapter on therapeutics discusses many mea¬
sures which unfortunately are not used as they should be,
such as sponging, packs, douches, baths, fomentations, poul¬
tices, bleeding, the mechanical treatment of the stomach and
intestines, the administration of medicines by mouth and
hypodermically, and the local application of drugs. By no

means the least valuable chapter is that at the end of the
book in which many things are discussed, such as case tak¬
ing; periods of incubation and infectiveness of contagious
diseases ; anaphylaxis ; accessory food factors, or vitamins ;
technic for intravenous injections in infants, and directions
to mothers with respect to paralyzed children and those who
are mentally defective. Many formulas are given as well as

recipes for the preparation of foods. The book is well illus¬
trated and the index is very complete.
Life of Elie Metchnikoff, 1845-1916. By Olga Metchnikoff.

Preface by Sir Ray Lankester, K.C.B., F.R.S. Cloth. Price, $5. Pp.
294, with 1 illustration. New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1921.

It has been the opinion of most literary critics that biog-
raphies of great men written by wives or by other near rela-
tives are invariably unsatisfactory. Until now the exception
that proved the rule was the life of Pasteur by his son-in-
law, Valery-Radot. To this exception must now be added
the present volume. Madame Metchnikoff has prepared a

book which may well stand with the Pasteur volume. It
was the wish of Metchnikoff that she write this biography,
and he contributed extensively to it; repeatedly it partakes
of the nature of autobiography. The literary style, reveal-

ing traces of the influence of such Russian masters as Turg-
eniev and Tolstoi, must be accredited wholly to Madame
Metchnikoff and to the unnamed English translator.
The early steps in the career of the great biologist are

traced with broad strokes revealing much without the inti-
mate detail that makes dry and monotonous reading. We
learn of the introspective character of the man, of his ner-
vous temperament and of his innate pessimism. These fea¬
tures of his character caused him twice to attempt suicide
before the age of 35. His enthusiasm for science was the
vital feature of his life. When he found himself in the
environment of Russia before the revolution, a country with
small regard for science and with little encouragement for
research, his spirit and aspirations were repeatedly thwarted.
He sought an outlet in Germany, where he was received
coldly. Eventually he reached France, and there at last
found the sanctuary which he had long sought.
He was not only a biologist and naturalist but also a

philosopher of extraordinary depth. As represented by
Madame Metchnikoff,' he was a man with an ideal. To him
the doctrine of phagocytosis was a creed to be fought for
and defended to the bitter end. The story of his many battles
makes the recital of his scientific work as intense as a piece
of fiction.
In his second attempt at suicide, when young, Professor

Metchnikoff had inoculated himself with relapsing fever. He
recovered, but the effects on the myocardium were such as
to give him serious difficulty throughout the remainder of
his life. Becoming imbued later with the idea that the intes¬
tinal flora with the toxins produced in the large bowel were
primarily responsible for senile changes, he evolved the plan
of changing this flora through the implantation of opposing
organisms. The newspaper notoriety following this work
was so great as to make him best known to the public for
this rather than for his many greater and more scientific
contributions to medical science. The development of all
these discoveries is carefully traced in the book.
Passing the age of 50, Professor Metchnikoff, studying his

own mind, realized that he was now imbued with the desire
to prolong life whereas he had formerly sought only for an

early end as the greatest desire of mankind. As his last
illness developed, he began to write down from day to day the
feelings which came over him. This diary occupies a score of
pages, and is easily comparable to the text of "Barbellion's
Last Diary," presented last year with an introduction by
H. G. Wells as one of the literary sensations of 1920. This
biography may be read by every physician with great interest :
it is intimate, instructive and fascinating.
A Dictionary of Slang and Colloquial English. Abridged from

the seven-volume work entitled, Slang and Its Analogues. By John S.
Farmer and W. E. Henley. Half morocco. Price, $5 net. Pp. 534.
New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 1921.

The publishers have here abridged into one volume the
seven volume work of Farmer and Henley on the same sub-
ject by eliminating obscene words and by omitting the quota-
tions showing the varying usages of the words included in
literature. In the growth of slang, medical words have a

prominent place because the public is inclined to use simple
locutions for the technical diction of the sciences. Further-
more, the slang term is frequently far more descriptive than
is the correct one, and in many instances it has an added
historical value. Examples of words included in this volume
which are of medical interest are: "Adam's Apple" for the
"thyroid cartilage," first introduced in 1586; "bloat," a term
used to describe a drowned body or a drunkard; "blue boy"
for "bubo," obviously an ignorant derivation; "blue devils"
for dejection or hyperchondria, first used in 1786, and for
delirium tremens (1818) and gradually modified to our mod-
ern "blues"\p=m-\notthe dancing variety; "bone-ache" for syphi¬
lis, 1592; "boneyard" for cemetery, 1836; "nolimetangere"
for scabies, 1626, and "Scotch grays" for "pediculi." The
words contained in this volume are chiefly English, with a
slight sprinkling of old American terms. It is safe to say,
that a dictionary of modern American slang would far exceed
in size this English one. The growth of language recapitu¬
lates the growth of the race, and the history of new terms is
an interesting study.
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